CMS 3340 National Cinemas
Deconstructing Disney /Bonner


Cinderella (Clyde Geronimi and Wilfred Jackson, 1950, 76 min.)

Adapted from the fairy tale by Charles Perrault
Abstract (adapted from box cover, Netflix.com and IMDB.com):
Walt Disney’s Cinderella, based on the world’s greatest fairy tale, has captivated audiences for generations with its spellbinding story, memorable music, spectacular animation, and unforgettable characters. With a wave of her wand and some “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo,” Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother transforms an ordinary pumpkin into a magnificent coach and Cinderella’s rags into a gorgeous gown, then sends her off to the Royal Ball to meet Prince Charming. But Cinderella’s enchanted evening must end when the spell is broken at midnight. It will take the help of her daring animal friends Jaq and Gus and a perfect fit into a glass slipper to create the ultimate fairy tale ending. You too will believe that dreams really do come true. A beautiful princess born in a faraway kingdom is destined by a terrible curse to prick her finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel and fall into a deep sleep that can only be awakened by true love's first kiss. Determined to protect her, her parents ask three fairies to raise her in hiding. But the evil Maleficent is just as determined to seal the princess's fate. This animated Disney classic earned an Oscar nod for its haunting score.
Cast (all secondary characters are uncredited in the film):
Cinderella (Ilene Woods)

Lady Tremaine (Eleanor Audley)

Fairy Godmother (Verna Felton)

Anastasia (Lucille Bliss)

Drizella (Rhoda Williams)

Bruno/ Gus / Jaques (James MacDonald)

King / Grand Duke (Luis Van Rooten)

Doorman (Don Barclay)

Prince Charming singing (Mike Douglas) 

Prince Charming (William Phipps) 

Lucifer (June Foray) 

Narrator (Betty Lou Gerson) 

Bruno (Earl Keen) 

Mouse (Clint McCauley) 
Birds (Marion Darlington) 

Sleeping Beauty (Clyde Geronimi, 1959, 75 min.) 
Also adapted from the fairy tale by Charles Perrault
Abstract (adapted from box cover, Netflix.com and IMDB.com):
The beautiful Princess Aurora, born in a faraway kingdom, is destined by a terrible curse to prick her finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel and fall into a deep sleep that can only be awakened by true love's first kiss. Determined to protect her, her parents ask three fairies to raise her in hiding. But the evil Queen Maleficent is just as determined to seal the princess's fate. This animated Disney classic earned an Oscar nod for its haunting score.
Cast (all secondary characters are uncredited in the film):
Princess Aurora (Mary Costa)

Prince Phillip (Bill Shirley)

Maleficent (Eleanor Audley)

Flora (Verna Felton)

Merryweather (Barbara Luddy)

Fauna (Barbara Jo Allen)

Stefan (Taylor Holmes)

Hubert (Bill Thompson)

Maleficent's Goon (Bill Amsbery) 

Maleficent's Goon (Candy Candido) 

Maleficent's Goon (Pinto Colvig) 

Owl (Dal McKennon) 

Narrator (Marvin Miller) 

Singer (Thurl Ravenscroft)  

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty? Consider especially this week’s reading and the concepts of beauty and class discussed there. Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How is the concept of maturity addressed in Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate maturity.

3.  How are race and class constructed in Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

4.  How do Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty compare to Snow White and to the films we screened for the previous section of the course on “Animated Nature”? Consider especially the theme of nature, but also other motifs you find relevant from films like Bambi, Jungle Book, Pinocchio, Fantasia, and others. Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate your observations.

5.  What do Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty teach audiences about romance and love? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

6.  What were the historical contexts in which Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty were made? What are the major historical events that might influence plots, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which these films were based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1950 and 1959? Or today?
7.  What are some possible “positive” readings of these films? What “good” lessons do the films teach? Give examples and explain why.
